
  
 

 ORDINANCE NO. 2363 (2021) 
 
 
 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BOTHELL, WASHINGTON, ESTABLISHING 

NEW USER RATES FOR SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL, MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL, AND 
IRRIGATION RATE CLASSIFICATIONS FOR WATER SERVICES WITHIN AND 
OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY OF BOTHELL; AMENDING 
SECTION 18.06.250 OF THE BOTHELL MUNICIPAL CODE; AND   PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR SUMMARY PUBLICATION 

 
 

 WHEREAS; It is the goal of the City of Bothell water utility to provide safe, reliable, and 

appealing water service delivered in sufficient quantity and pressure; and 

 WHEREAS; It is the City Council’s vision to provide water utility management in a 

manner that is fiscally responsible; and 

  WHEREAS; The City Council reviews the water utility service charges annually to 

ensure the long-term fiscal viability of the utility; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council deems it necessary to increase the user rates for water 

service within and without the City limits of the City of Bothell;  

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BOTHELL, WASHINGTON, 

DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1.  Section 18.06.250 of the Bothell Municipal Code is hereby amended to read 

as follows, with new text shown by underline and deletions shown by strikethrough; all other 

provisions of these sections shall remain unchanged and in full force: 

18.06.250 Rates – All users within city limits. 

The following charges shall be made by the city for furnishing water service within the city limits: 

A.    Single-Family Residence Rate Classification. 

1.    Scope. The single-family residence classification includes all residential structures 
serviced by a single meter and designed and built for a family unit wherein are carried on the 
usual functions of living, sleeping and preparation of meals (“household”), and, except as 
provided for below, the rooms have not been altered to provide for the functions of more than 
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one household and separate households are not maintained. It is the intent of this classification 
to include: 

a.    A single-family residence which includes an accessory dwelling unit within the residential 
structure; and 

b.    One common wall dwelling unit. 

ca.    Accessory structures with plumbing, common to single-family residential structures, 
including, but not limited to, garages, greenhouses, cabanas and workshops, shall not cause a 
change in classification to multifamily or commercial. 

2.    Low-Income Discount. Qualified low-income elderly customers shall be entitled to a 25 
percent discount as set forth in BMC 18.06.255. 

3.    Base Bi-Monthly Meter Charge. The base (minimum) meter bi-monthly charges for all 
single-family residence user classifications within this section are as follows: 

Meter Size (inches) Bi-Monthly Charge 

5/8, ¾ $31.25$33.13 

1 $64.63$68.51 

1-1/2 $118.89$126.02 

2 $184.85$195.94 
 

4.    Use Charges. Water usage during the bi-monthly billing period within this section shall be 
charged as follows: 

C.F. in Excess of: Up to (including): Charge per 100 C.F. 

0 1,000 $3.06$3.24 

1,001 2,000 $4.51$4.78 

2,001 3,000 $5.82$6.17 

3,001 5,000 $7.40$7.84 

5,001   $8.46$8.97 
 

B.    Commercial, Business and Industrial Rate Classification. 
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1.    Scope. The commercial, business and industrial rate classification covers all commercial, 
business and industrial water accounts, whether for profit or nonprofit, including convalescent 
centers and nursing homes, and including stand-alone dedicated fire lines for any use including 
multifamily or residential. 

2.    Base Bi-Monthly Meter Charge. The base (minimum) bi-monthly meter charges for all 
commercial user classifications within this section are as follows: 

Meter or Line Size (inches)  Bi-Monthly Charge 

   

5/8, ¾  $36.58$38.77  

1  $86.23$91.40  
 

1-1/2  $156.45$165.84  
 

2  $246.19$260.96  
 

3  $484.09$513.14  
 

4  $752.19$797.32  
 

6  $1,496.89$1,586.70  
 

3/4 dedicated fire line  $21.80$23.11  
 

1 dedicated fire line  $27.01$28.63  
 

1-1/2 dedicated fire line  $31.50$33.39  
 

2 dedicated fire line  $46.39$49.17  
 

3 dedicated fire line  $132.74$140.70  
 

4 dedicated fire line  $169.85$180.04  
 

6 dedicated fire line  $259.78$275.37  
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Meter or Line Size (inches)  Bi-Monthly Charge 

8 dedicated fire line  $363.77$385.60  
 

3.    Use Charges. Water usage during the bi-monthly billing period shall be additionally 
charged as follows: 

Winter consumption (November – June) $3.45$3.66 per 100 c.f. 

Summer consumption (July – October)     $5.90$6.25 per 100 c.f. 

 

C.    Water Consumption Through Meters Greater Than Six Inches in Size. Any customer 
desiring a connection to the city water system through a meter greater than six inches must 
make an application to the director of public works showing justification for a special rate under 
this subsection. The city staff must report to the council on any special rate application. A 
special classification with a different rate must be approved by the city council, and the 
customer must enter into a written agreement with the city regarding the same. 

D.    Multifamily Residential Rate Classification. 

1.    Scope. The multifamily residential rate classification covers all multifamily residential 
structures and single-meter dwelling unit developments in the city, excepting those 
developments wherein each dwelling unit is serviced by a single meter and covered in 
subsection A F of this section, and includes: 

a.    Any mobile home park, cabin court, trailer court, duplex, triplex, fourplex, multi-unit 
apartment building or condominium building wherein multiple units are serviced by a single 
meter; 

b.    Two or more single-family dwellings or a common wall single-family residential structure 
wherein multiple units are serviced by a single meter; 

c.    Laundry buildings, recreation buildings and other secondary buildings in multifamily 
residential developments including associated pools and spas; and 

d.    Boarding homes, group homes and retirement homes, but not including convalescent 
centers or nursing homes.; 

e.    A single-family residence which includes an accessory dwelling unit within the residential 
structure; and 

f.    One common wall dwelling unit. 

 



 

-5- 

2.    Low-Income Discount. Qualified low-income elderly customers shall be entitled to a 25 
percent discount as set forth in BMC 18.06.255. 

3.    Base Bi-Monthly Meter Charge. The base (minimum) meter charges per two months for all 
multifamily residential user classifications within this section are as follows: 

Meter Size (inches) Bi-Monthly Charge 

5/8, ¾ $39.37$41.73  

1 $87.04$92.26  
 

1-1/2 $164.82$174.71  
 

2 $257.63$273.09  
 

3 $515.79$546.74  
 

4 $822.90$872.27  

 
 

4.    Use Charges. Water usage during the bi-monthly billing period shall be additionally 
charged as follows:  

Winter consumption (November – June) 
Summer consumption (July – October)     

$3.12$3.31 per 100 c.f. 
$4.61$4.89 per 100 c.f.  

 

5.  Residential Unit Charge. Each residential unit will be charged $4.72 $5.00 
 

6.    Domestic Meters Used for Fire Flow. Multifamily accounts that have fire sprinkler systems 
approved by the fire marshal that receive the water through the building’s domestic meter shall 
be charged the base bi-monthly meter rate at the rate for the next lower sized meter. A written 
request must be submitted to the finance Public Works Department requesting this rate 
adjustment. (Example: a one-and-one-half-inch meter would be charged the meter rate for a 
one-inch meter.) Single-family combination domestic/fire meter shall be billed at the three-
fourths-inch residential rate.  

E.    Irrigation Rate Classification. 

1.    Scope. Irrigation rate classification covers all meters dedicated to irrigation use. 

2.    Base Bi-Monthly Meter Charge. The base (minimum) meter charge per two months: 

http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/bothell/html/Bothell18/Bothell1806.html#18.06.255
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Meter Size (inches) Bi-Monthly Charge 

5/8, ¾ $28.94$30.68  
 

1 $58.69$62.21  
 

1-1/2 $107.48$113.93  
 

2 $166.22$176.19  

 
 

3.    Use Charges. All consumption will be charged at the rate of $7.93$8.41 per 100 c.f. 
 
F.    Regional Facility Charges. In addition to the facilities charges that are currently collected 
in accordance with a separate resolution of the council, future contracts with water suppliers 
may require the collection of “regional facilities charges” that compensate investment in the 
regional water production and delivery system. These fees will be collected with the local facility 
charges and passed through to the appropriate agency. 

G. Billing Transfers and Termination of Service. Billing transfers and termination of service will 
be completed following submittal of a Final Bill Request Form at least three business days prior 
to the requested transfer or termination date.  Payment of the final billing invoice will be due 
within 20 days of the final billing statement. 

H. Utility Tax. All charges set forth in this section shall be subject to the city’s utility tax as set 
forth in BMC 5.08.020, which are not included in charges shown in BMC 18.06.250. 

 
 Section 2.  Severability. If any section, sub-section, sentence, clause or phrase of this 
ordinance should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, 
such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity of constitutionality of any other 
section, sub-section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance. 

Section 3.  Savings.  The enactments of this ordinance shall not affect any case, 
proceeding, appeal or other matter currently pending in any court or in any way modify any right 
or liability, civil or criminal, which may be in existence on the effective date of this ordinance. 

 Section 4.  Referendum and Effective Date.  This ordinance, being an exercise of a 
power specifically delegated to the City legislative body, is not subject to referendum, and shall 
take effect January 1, 2022, which is not less than five (5) days after passage and publication 
of the ordinance or a summary thereof consisting of the title. 

 Section 5. Corrections.  The City Clerk and the codifiers of this ordinance are authorized 
to make necessary corrections to this ordinance including, but not limited to, the correction of 
scrivener’s/clerical errors, references, ordinance numbering, section/subsection numbers and 
any references thereto. 
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 APPROVED: 
 
 

____________________________________ 
LIAM OLSEN 

MAYOR 
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
  

LAURA HATHAWAY 
CITY CLERK 

 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
  

ROBBIE SEPLER 
 DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY 

 
 
FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:  10/14/2021 
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL:  10/19/2021 
PUBLISHED:  10/25/2021 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  01/01/2022 
ORDINANCE NO. 2363 (2021) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://cityofbothell.na1.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAkGxUEwrp7Y0hizjztpwGn_hmjDfv27Co
https://cityofbothell.na1.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAkGxUEwrp7Y0hizjztpwGn_hmjDfv27Co
https://cityofbothell.na1.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAkGxUEwrp7Y0hizjztpwGn_hmjDfv27Co
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SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. 2363 (2021) 
 

City of Bothell, Washington 
 
  
 

On the 19th day of October, 2021, the City Council of the City of Bothell passed 
Ordinance No. 2363 (2021). A summary of the content of said Ordinance, consisting of the title, is 
provided as follows: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BOTHELL, WASHINGTON, ESTABLISHING 
NEW USER RATES FOR SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL, MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL, AND 
IRRIGATION RATE CLASSIFICATIONS FOR WATER SERVICES WITHIN AND 
OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY OF BOTHELL; AMENDING 
SECTION 18.06.250 OF THE BOTHELL MUNICIPAL CODE; AND   PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR SUMMARY PUBLICATION 
 

The full text of this Ordinance will be mailed upon request. 
 

 
   

            LAURA HATHAWAY 
           CITY CLERK 
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PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL:  10/19/2021 
PUBLISHED:  10/25/2021 
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